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The T Excellency of the 
Chriſtian Religion. 

A SERMON, Cc. 

Phil. iii, 7. 8. Zor what Things were Gain 
to me, theſe I counted Zoe for Chriſt; 
Ja, doubtleſs, and ] count all Things 
but Loſs for the Excellency of the Knows 
ledge of Chrift Feſus my Lord. : 


HE Truth and Excellency of the 
4 Chriſtian Religion is what I propoſe 
do be diſcourſed of, which will afford 
AR Ground for ſuch Exhortations as the 
| folemn Occaſion requires : The Sub- 
je& is exceed ing great, May God enable me to 
ſpeak of it, and you to hear as beoometh, and that 


by the gracious Aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit. 


Anp firf, Let us begin with a briet Conſiderati- 
on of our Apoſtle's Words and _—_— by 
which he ſets forth the Excellency of the Know- 
ledge of Chriſt. bat Things were Gain to me, 
theſe I counted Loſs for Cbriſt. Kindred, Tribe, 
Jewiſh Pvileges were what in themſelves might 
be reckoned Gain, they had their own Worth and 
Value, compared with the Cafe of thoſe without 
the Jewiſh Church, that had been, till about that 
Time, the only vifible Church of God upon Earth. 
What he adds, Verſe wg Things, is more exten - 
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ſive, 


n 


* 


''Y 
| five, and may take in Riches, Honours and other 
worldly Advantages wWhieh re "Gain, and good 
Bleſſings of Providence in chemſelves, and Which 
we are not abſolutely -bougd to reje&. or throw 
away; but they are ro be counted. 2 for Chrif, 
that is bad, in reſpect of the; \Cireuntſtanges;thar 
may and. oft en doth accompany them, and did at- 
tend them in out [Apoſile's Caſe before his r 
fon ; that is the. Confidence with which they fill 
Men, as if theſe were fubſtantial and ſuffictiontGobds, 
and imported our being in a juſtified State: And 
fo in Mel of this bad Quality, which from our 
Ignorance and Corruption we annex to them, in- 
ſtead of being Gain they become Loſs, by hinder- 
ing us from ſeeing the ſupereminent Excellency of 
Chriſt, and by making us take up our Reſt in them, 
without going to him, in whom only is Juſtification, 
Eaſe and Peace, ſolid Satisfaction, the Life of the Soul, 
compleat and everlaſting Happineſs. So whatever 
Things they are, Bleſſings of common Providence, 
or ſpecial Privileges, however good and gainful 
in their Nature and Kind, when abuſed to the fil- 
ling us with falſe Confidence, and ſo detaining us 
from Chriſt, and the Happineſs that is to be found 
in him, and in him alone, of Gain they, become 
Loſs, of profitable Tungs they become unprofitable 
and hurtful; for ſuch is the Excellency of the 
Knowledge of - Chriſt, that whatever dims our 
Eyes, or turns them . away from beholding it, does 
us the greateſt Hurt to our Souls, however good 
theſe Things be ſuppoſed in themſelves; for what 
Loſs fo great as that of ſo excellent a Thing, the 
\ Knawledge of Chriſt, and to be found in bim, hav- 
ing bis Righteouſneſs? So the Apoſtle's Argument 
lands in this, It proves the Excellen cy of the _—_— 
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ledge. of Chriſt from this, that all other Things, 
howevet excellent and uſeful, when put in the Ba- 

lande with it, and ſtanding in Competition agai 
it, are Nothing, and Loſs, in ſo much as, filling the 
Mind with vam Confidence, they blind the Eyes 
ot the! Underſtanding, chat they do not diſcern; 
it, and Hinder the the” Happineſs we might have 
by improving it- eO: oy . «14 RC. | 
What he faith; ve doubtleſs; may be underſtood 
of his ſtedfaſt ferance in the Eſteem of Chriſt 
and his Docttine. That which he had faid before, 
was not a ſudden Flaſh of Affection, excited by 
heating neu Things, but which goes off again 
when the Spirits, raiſed by Novelty, are calmed ; 
upon the contrary, in the moſt ſedate and compoſ- 
ed Frame of Mind, upon Trial and Experience, he 
was the more confirmed in 4 well- grounded Perſua · 
ſion of the Bxtellonoy of the Knowledge of Chriſt, as 
what would abide the Teſt, even the ſtricteſt Teſt, 
and be found as the pureſt Gold, that loſes nothing 
by being tried in the Fire, which conſũmes Droſs. 
As to the "Phraſe, Excellency of Nuswiedge, 
the Conſtruction is much uſed in the original Lan- 
guage of the New Teſtament, and literally follow- 
ed in our Verſion, and fignifies the ſame, as if 
it were {aid in our common Way of Conſtruction, 
The moſt excellent Knowledge; the Form of Expreſ- 
ſion in the Greek; having the Force of a ſtrong Su- 

rlative. 

” What he adds, My- Lord, expreſſes his great 
A moons and _ ro _ and his Doctrine 
and Cauſe; a Thing moſt neceſſary to go al 
with the Knowledge of him, and the Belief of hy 
Doctrine. And it may juſtly appear a Wonder, 
that any who knows with any tolerable Meaſure 
| — 
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fected, conſidering the Frame of our Nature, and 


the Inclination implanted in it, to love, eſteem and 


deſire what appeats excellent, and that with De- 

of Affection, raiſed in Proportion to the De- 
gree of Excellency in the Object that preſents itſelf; 
But alas! Experience ſhows the contrary, in the 
Caſe of moſt Men to whom Chrilt is preached, and 
who profeſs to believe the Goſpel ; and this ſeems 
no otherwiſe to be accounted for, but from the 
woful Depravation of our Nature in ourpreſentState. 


Bur, to return to our Apoſtle, we ſee him ſetti 
forth the Excellency of the Knowledge of Cbriſt; 
and he does it indeed by way of Compariſon : But 
to follow out the Subject in this Method would, 


I fear, occaſion my being too tedious; and there- 


fore I propoſe to handle it as a plain Propoſition 


only, which may be expreſſed thus, The Knowledge 


of Chriſt is the moſs excellent Knqwledge ; and y 
the Knowledge of Chriſt I underſtand the whole of 
the Goſpel-Revelation concerning him; as our 
Divine Saviour ſent of God to redeem us by his 
Death, and to ſhow us by his Doctrine the Way 
of Salvation, and to renew us by his Holy Spirit, 
puritying our Souls unto the obeying of the Truth. 


Lur this then be the Doctrine, The Knowledge of 
Chrift is the moſt excellent Knowledge. And the 
Heads — — 2 1 1 —— ts Excel- 
lency preſuppoſes its Truth, Firſs, To ſay ſomething 
of the Frruthof the Chriſtian Religion, and particu- 
larly how its Excellency proves its Truth. 2dly, Ta 
enlarge a little more upoa ſome particular Heads, 
ns 


of | Light in the Uaderitanding, and truly bel 7 
the Revelation of Chriſt, ſhould not be thus al- 


Wk DESK 


wherein its Excellency appears. 3dly, To draw ſui- 
table Inferences with reſpect to the Subject and Oc- 
caſion of this Sermon. | 


Firſt, I fay, Its Excellency ſuppoſes its Truth: 


For were it to be . not true, this would ab- 
ſolutely deſtroy the &er of its Excellency, as 


what could not poſſibly belong to it: We ſhall 
therefore offer ſomething with Relation to the Truth 
of the Goſpel,” and the rather becauſe of the Infide- 
lity that appears in our Day, to the great Scandal 
of the Age. When I enter upon this Subje&, I 
am ſenſible it may appear more proper for a Trea- 
tiſe than a Sermon; and there have been many ex- 
cellent Treatiſes written upon it, God who brings 
Good out of Evil, making the malicious Efforts of 
the Adverſaries of Truth, an Occaſion of ſetting 
it forth in a clearer Light, by — — its Vota- 
ries with Zeal for the Chriſtian e, and ena · 
bling them to maintain it ſtrenuouſly, to the put- 
ting Infidelity to the Bluſh, if it were capable of 
it. It is not practicable in a Diſcourſe of this Na- 
ture, to deſcend into the particular 7 by 
which the Writers for Infidelity attack this and 
the other Paſſages of holy Writ ; for that the ela- 
borate Performances of the many excellent Authors 
of the Age, who have written againſt Infidelity, 
are to be conſulted : But I muſt confine my ſelf to 


one Argument or two, as general Proofs of the 
Truth of our holy Religion. | 


Axp Firſt, If the principal FaQs, upon which 
the Truths of the whole ccmplex Dcarine depends, 
be true, then muſt the whole be true: For theſe 
Facts are to aſcertain the Divine Miflicn of our 
bleſſed Saviour, chat he was ſent of God to ſhew 


bs 


Fe * 


bis Will to Men, and that he is to be believed in 
all the Things that he taught. die. aul s 

Theſe principal Facts, to mention only a few 
of them, but ſuch as ſhall be ſufficient tor the Argu- 


ment, are, chat in one of the moſt poted Ag o 


- 


Time, in the Reigns of. Auguſtus, and 

Roman Emperors, appeared in Jude a Ferſon who 
preached and vrought innumerable Mir cles, in 
the View of Multitudes, Friends and Enemies; 
that he was cruelly; put to the infamous Death of 
the Croſs by the Fows, that he roſe again from the 
dead the Third. ˖ Day zuthat according as he had 
promiſed, he endowad his Diſciples, with Power 
rom on High, and ſent them forth to Witneſs his 
Reſurrec ion, and confirm their Teſtimony by the 
miraculons Powers he had given them. In all this, 


it was impoſſible they could be deceixed themſelves 


by faney ing they had theſe Powers, If chey had 
them not; not could they deceive others who were 
Witveſſes of the Exerciſe of them, ſuch. as ſpeaking 
with "Tongues they had never leatned, healing all 
Manner of Diſecaſes, 
communicating theſe, Powers to others by laying 
their Hands on them, I ſay, theſe Facts ſa atteſ- 
ted, had they not been true, it appeareth a bſolut 
impoſſible in the Nature of Things that they cou 
ever have gained Credit among Men ; but on the 
contrary, muſt have expoſed the A ſſerters of them 
to the utmoſt Redicule, and made them the Seorngf 
Mankind. Let it but be ſuppoſed, that ſuch a 
mad Fancy ſhould enter into the Heads of any Set 
of Men now a Days, to advance a new Scheme tf 
ol Doctrine, and put it upon that Iflue, that it de- 
cended upon Facts {aid to be done in Pritain of 
any Fan of the known World, by a Fern in ths 
he | : Age 


even, railing the dead, and 


Age 
5 — Blind and Lame from their Birth, raiſed the 


(9) 


of theſe now living, who; cured theſe wh - 


Dead, and the like; and alſo himſelf roſe from the 
Dead, after he had been publickly and 

ably put to Death in the View of Multitudes: I 
ſay, to advance any Scheme of e founded 
upon ſuch Facts 5 falſe, w 1. 12 it * 
duce, but the higheſt Contempt — the Aſſerters of 
them? Nor i is it poſſible they ald ever make Pro- 
ſelytes amotig Men not diſtracted in their Wits; 
Let this wor be the Caſe, as to the Cauſe of 


Chriſtianity, updn Suppoſition that the principal 


Facts i it depends upon were not true. 


And yet we ſee Chriſtianity not only gaihed Be- 
Uef in theſe Circumſtances which Belict 1 
that the Facts muſt have been riouſly true 4 
nor among a few only of theſe of the meaner Sort, - 
But with a ious Swiftneſs and Ra pidity it 

few over all the Parts of the known World, and 


vas embraced by Men of all Degtees; and that 
it was ſo is no Wonder, * 


in this that 
viſible to 


the Wonders of God were every w 

Credit to the Teſtimony of the Apoſtles and 
firſt Preachers of Chriſt. Nor is the Number of 
Converts the only Thing conſiderable in this Ar- 
gument, the Obſtacles to be overcome adds greats 
ly to the Force of it, the Prejudices of the Fews 
the Power of the Romans; the greateſt of its kind 
that ever was in the World; theReſpe& to the eſta- 
bliſhed Religion deeply rooted in the Minds of 
Men; the Wit, Learning and Soph of the 
Heathen Philoſof phers, the flouriſhing in great: 
Numbers; and, uhich 3 is moſt ot all, the prevail 
ing Luſts and firong Paſſions of Men, all oppoſed 


| this Bclict, but in vain : For Idolaters and Frofli- 
B gates: 


rious, became terhprtite, 
Virtuous, holy 


e ttur Goq; 
even under the 1 hin eee ont of —— 32 
Hear bent, whereb\(-'they ade to ſtifle Chi 
'rinity' in irs Birth, they became Saints and Mat- 
for the Evidence of their Faith was irref 

"ible, and all Things muſt give Way to it. 
fides, this woridetfal Succeſs of the Goſpel, was 
"hot by a ſudden Flaſh, that will appear 1 5 
ſometimes in one Age and van bur 
it took Root in ſo fable a Way, as to remain 
to this preſent Age, after Seventeen hundred Ye 
are _—_ "The World is to this Day. fill 4 
Aich Clriſians, this'is what we perceiye with our 
Senſes, and what reflects an ell dea 

upon what we have bur heard of thoſe” &s which 
are the Foundations of Chriſtianity ; for if [theſe 
Had not been true, it could never aye been 
liſhed ; or ſuppoſe it had got Woting for a litt 
Time, by a*Concurrence of unuſual Frcs 
which miſlead Men, it muſt have quickly fallen 
down; Time, the Mother of Truth would have 
Aiopered che Falſhood, had it been built upon 

lk Foundation. And as what we now fre wil 
'our Eyes refle&s back 'Light upon Events paſt, fo 
it looks forward to the great Events to come, the 
General Judgment, the Reſutrettion of the Frag 
the 'Happinels of the Bleſſed in Heaven, and the 
*Forments of che Wicked in Hell: For What we 
Tee accompliſhed now, according to Predictions re- 
lating to the Calling of the Gentiles, confirms the 
remaining Predictions that make Part of the fame 
Syſtem of Doctrine, all which ſtand bottomed vponh 
the ſame principal Facts of Chriſtianity,whichif they 
be true, afl muſt be true that pertain tothe Sil 

Bur 


Bor I perccive t E 90s. open 
122 9 T 1780 

ang axe y or: Ke. eTruth 
Ehriltianity,bug i muſt remember not to.treſpalst 
much upon Patience: And therefore ſhall ads 
hut one other Argument for t the Truth o er 
Revelation, and it is in a Word juſt this of the Text, 
the Excelleucyaf the Knowledge of Chrift, 1 F Baan 
lency ofthe — Revelation proves the 5 
it. It may perhaps be thought this comes out of 
der, and that I ſhould firſt have ſhewn. its 72 7 


at large, and then have tormed my Argument; b 
am hete only to argue from a general View of its 
cellence, or rather from the Suppoſition ol it, leavi 
the more ample Illuſtration ot ĩt to the next He 
and being willing to diſpatch what is to this 
dirſt Head; before I enter upon the oth 
Now, the Argument in ſhort is If ic 2 excel 
lent Revelation, as ir is, then it muſt needs be EY 
I it; continually ſpeaks honourably and worthily 
God, as it doth ; it it continually beats down 
as it doth 3 if chrough the whole 7; breathes Go 5 
neis, the Love of God and Men, Virtue, Juſtice 
and Charity, who but a good Being can be the 
Author of it? And what good Being but the Sy- 
reme Being, the Author of every good Gift ? 
or would any other good Being perſonate him, 
and ſay thus ſaith the — as is * 
velation throughout? And to ſuppoſe that he has 
em a ſubordinate good Beings, commiſſioned 
inſpired by him as Miniſters ro communicate 
- This — ted to Mankind, which Suppoſition 
we admit, the Argument will ſtand juſt the ſame as 
0 ſtill it muſt be af God, and it of God it muſt 
dernde for it is impoſſible for God to lie, * 
ut 


[ 
| 
| 


by m 1 good and holy, to bri 
| God, an 


C 


But let us confider a little aSuppoſition of the 
* Tnfidels, that it comes from an evil Being; let us 
ſiee what this Suppoſition comes to, and if it be 


fible to make Senſe of it. To ſay that the great 
emy of Man's Salvation, who Ives bows ths 
# rarmg Lot joking coking whom be may devour, can 
the Author of it, is no lefs than to ſup- 
E inſtead of ſeeking Man's Ruin he ſhould 
the directly oppoſice Patt, that is, to put him 


| > Mgr Way Gf his Happineſs, to ſhew wherein it 
iſts, 
— 


vided againſt himſelf, and deſtroy his-own King- 


1 s him to it by the moſt powerful 
ſo, as our Saviour argues, be di- 


dom: For nothing. oan be more evident than that 
the principal Deſiga of the Goſpel- Revelation is, 
them do 
the higheſt Happineſs their re is 
capable of in the joyment of him in a dtate of 
hay er r fo M if pleaſe 
nd to that fome Man, or 
- on Society of Men, whether acted by orifyou or Ma- 
lice, Love of Fame, or whatever ir could be that 
moved them to it, on poſſibly could be the Plor, 
ot how ſhould it be praGicable to execute it? 
For as to the Books of the Old Teſtament, were 
they a Forgery, what could be the Drift, but ei- 
ther to deſcribe tome Hero by giving him the 'moſt 
unblemiſhed and fair Character; or to praiſe and 
exalt a Nation, namely the Fewiſh, whoſe- Hiſtory 
© theſe Books contain? But neither of rheſe could 
be the Compilers View, for as to all the 'Worthies 


of the Old Teſtament, there is not one whoſe 


| Failings are not left: upon Record; and as for the | 

- Fewiſs Nation, ſo black is their Character through 

9 whole of the Hiſtory, that one might be — 4 
9 


4 ert of 4 Cheat be poſſibly carried on through 


— 


Enem of theirs, were it — 


theſe even co 
n — Tong 5 
R e it —— put a | 
the l * ol 
„Events and ations, ay. more than three 


| thouſand Years; how was it practicuble for any to do 
it, either with or without concert? 8 
a 222 and by different 71 rags” 
_ ty, as little was it practioable for any to do it 
| 2 without concert: For E 4 = 
us that Forgery, „1 of Hil- 
tory, cannot eſcape Diſcovery, ſuch is the Pene- 
| tration of Men, * Means to ſind 
| fr out; and the more bulky and large the forged 
Piece happens to be, it is d the more impracti-- 
cable for the Author or Authors of it to ſcreen 
2 themſelves from the Diſcovery. 
And r Tellamenr, beſide the 
4 Stile and fimple Way. of relating plain Fas, the chat 
nas ſo viſible an Air of Truth and Sinceri 
: ped upon it, could it ever enter — 
any mortal, of never ſo ſubtile a Wit, to found 
his Scheme upon the Doctrine of a cruciſied Saviour, 
Which was to the Jes a ſtumbling Block ; and to 
tbe Greeks Fochſbneſs, but the Wil m of God and 
\ Phe Power of God to them that bels ue. 
I I have inſiſted the longer upon this Obje&ion, 
as being the main One however abſurd, and what 


ll particular Objections muſt terminate in, or 


they prove n but. muſt. vaniſh into Smoke: 
5 "And this the muſt be driven to or elſe yield 
. and acknowledge the Truth of Revela- 

tion; 


* ' 


tion; for thre, i WG ci dns A it. be nes 
ae ede be true, then i >a 20 4 
gery; bur doſbeſieve this not wit 
pable. Impoſſibility and rns ab- —5 
needs inſer an Infidel to be Deen, to him 
ſolt, in as much as it ſhews a ſtiang Degree of. 
falſe Beligh, while ere Ine -he uni 
ling to belive . 1000 


{ * bf 

42 it is Time that 1 Would come 9 
Head, which is to illuſtrate the Excellency of tha 
Kaowledge ot Chriſt ; and what I am to offer? 
upon it ſhall be the folle wing Partieulars, into: 
— the: Goſpel - Revelation may be branched, 
x. In Diſcoveries of God! and his Perfections, 
2. Tha Perron of the Rules of Practice it pro- 
poſes. 3. Ehe powerful Morives by which they 
are entorced. 4. The ſure Grounds it lays downy 
far the Eaſe and Peace of Men's Minds, and theix 
future Hopes. It is true, as ta ſome ot theſe, it falls 
in with the Light of Nature; but at the ſame 
Time improves and reſines it, and carries Things 
to a far greater Height of Perfection than the — 
ot Nature ever attained Ws as it is now 4 
by the Fall. | 


Fer, Tut Excellency of theGoſpri-Do&rine bs 

rs in this, that it repreſents unto us the ever 

lefled God in the moſt glorjous and amiable Light 
as to his Nature and Perfe@tions. That he is the 

one Gad, who is the I am, the rande and ſelf· 
exiſtent Being, from Everlaſting — 

Cad, the Author of all other =— — the oun- 
tain of all Goodneſs, who' hath given to all Things 


". 
* 1 = 2 


the e Bcivg, Breath and-Lifc which they have, nf 


# % 


CRY. 
Fat them al by the Ward of his Power, bh 
tuleth over all, whoſe Lee Wildom 
w. 707 and other 18 thine forth 12 
; Works, as Pſa. I. 1. Who i 15 es 
to us in theſe Rebeclations of his W 
in ; the Knowledg e 85 Tee is 110 and od gp 
Fob. 94 che 1 ppineſs of the Man = 
7 the 2 obfin 17 of bis. bene 
Perfection of his Nati with the ere 
the möſt excellent Object, to wit, his 
finitely glorious Perfection, ea, 
1 ource to ſatiate ba py „ 4 85 the 


ntemplation of them to all Eternity: A he is 
In eile 'commietided unto us in a particular X 
ner by that overflowing Googneſs, which i 
confidered with due Attention muſt needs dr — t 
Soul to him in Love and Gratitude; reg ts 
is full of bis Riches, how great is bis Good 
unto all, it is his Sun that ſhines, bis Rain th falls 
4 the antbaukfyl 88 the Evil heſe 

$ true, the bock of N ature Reet but ſtill 
= in a more lively Manner deſcribed in ley 

of the Scriptures, which jad ba tticular Di 


f his Gordods” and other e which 


ere will be dea to ſpeak by and 
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Mir) as that of Fae ht 25 needs — 
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their Telimony 10 is), it ſelf; let 
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5 Nie 


one tale a- impartial View of it, can the 
moral Ferfection be poſſibly carried higher, than ta 
love God with all our, Heart, with all our Soul,” with 
all. our Strength, with all dur Mind, and dur t. 
8 as Our ves? * 
oralit be cred with Reſpect to the 
ou den of God, the Good of others, arp 
fecting of s own Nature; now in all theſe 
Reſpects Critter Morality, as taught by our 
Saviour, is carried to the higheſt Point of Perfection. 
As to the Honour of God, the N 
lation teaches us to have no Will te to his 
bleſſed Will to be abſolutely reſigned to him, to live 
not unto our ſelves but unto him, and whether we tat 
or we drink, or whatſoever we do, ts do all to his Glo- 
79; not to ſerve him with outward Appearance, hut 
to worſhip bim in Spirit and in ruth. and to glorify 
bim in our Bodies and our Spirits which are Bit. 
As to the Good of others, how much is it con- 
fulted by the Goſpel- Rules of Practice, not only 
directing and enjoyning the rooting out of all the 
evil Paſſions, from which injurious Actions pro- 
_ as A Hatred, Malice, Revenge and the 


tyag vs fa the ſtrong eſt Manner to all 
— 3 * of volence ; 2 and Goodneſs 
toward our fellow Creatures; making Charity ſo 
eſſential cd Religion and Chriſtianity, that without. 
it all other Things ate nothi , as 1 Gr. ali. l. 
Se. We are not to ſtop at] , for in that the 
very Hrathens can vy with us; nay nor Acts of 
Kindneſs,” if we them to our Friends, ſor 
without we be good like our heavenly Father, who” 
is Kind to the unthankful and the ov, our Sayiour 


puts chat ſerious Queſtion to us, Aab. „ 47. 


# 3: 8 
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but do ye more than 57 * can any Syf- 
tem of Laws be poſſibly conceive” more excellent 
and perfect with reſpect to our Fellow-creatures 
and more conducive to their Happineſs, were they 
obſerved ; by theſe, the innumerable Griefs, Miſeries 
and Troubles cauſed to Men by one another, would 
be banithed out of the World ; and by obſerving 
them, every one would contribute to make others 
more happy and joyful in Life; and we ſhould 
have, as it were, a Heaven upon Earth: And 
that it is not fo, is not to be imputed to any De- 
fe& in our Religion, but to Men's Corruption, 
who though they profeſs it will not praiſe it. 
And then, as to the perfecting of Ones own Na- 
ture, ſo far as it doth not depend upon the Beha- 
viour of others toward him, but that he may have 
a' Happineſs within himſelf, be their Carriage 
what it will: The Corruption and Miſery of a 
Man is the Prevalence of thoſe evil Paſſions ini 
him, corrupt Self-love, Pride; Worldly-mindedneſs, 
Hatred and Revenge, which debaſe his Soul, diſ- 
turb his Quiet, and ty him to vain Enjoyments 
in which he can never find his Happineſs ; but 
which on the contrary, are as ſo many Serpents or 
devouring Wolves tearing his own Bowels: But 
the Goſpel directing and enjoyning to root them 
out, puts every one in the true Road of the Hap- 
pineſs and Perfection of his Nature, and leads him 
to inward Peace and Purity, and the raiſing of 
his Faculties to a Reſemblance of his Divine Maker, 
the Model of all: Perfection; how excellent in all 
Reſpects is this Syſtem of Morality which our Sa- 
viour has taught us ! | > 4 
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Bur again 3dly, Let us conſider the Excellency 
ot the Motives of the Goſpel by which they are en- 
forced. The bleſſed Goſpel, leaving in their full 
Force, nay improving all the cogent Arguments of 
the Religion of Nature; whereby it commends 
Virtue and expoſes the Deformity and Miſchief 
of Vice; adds of its own, as what is peculiar 
to its ſelf, Motives vaſtly higher and ſtronger 
than any of theſe of natural Religion. 'The Con- 
ſideration of a future State of Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments may be reckoned to natural Religion: 
But then, how much are even theſe heightned by 
the Goſpel, which ſets forth in the ſtrongeſt Light, 
the Certainty of a future Life of eternal Duration, 
with the Addition of that important Article of 
the Reſurrection of the Body, the inconceivable 
Greatneſs of the heavenly Glory, and the dreadful 
Terrors of the Eternity and Intenſeneſs of Hell- 
Torments, together with the awtul Judgment of 
the great Day ; theſe are 'the Improvements the 
Goſpel-Revelation makes of the Motives of natural 
Religion. But then, as —.— to it ſelf, there is 
that moſt aſtoniſhing Diſpenſation of Divine Love 
and Grace, in giving no meaner Perſon to ſave us 
than the Son of God, and no leſs a Price of our 
Redemption than his Death upon a Crois; what 
adorable Myſteries does this contain ? Of the ever 
bleſſed Trinity employed for accompliſhing our Sal- 
vation, the Father giving his Son, the Son willingly 
undertaking the great Work, and the Holy Spirit 
making it effectual, the Incarnation and Satisfaction 
made to Di vine Juſtice by God in. our Nature. 
Here is to be conſidered, Firſt, The Greatneſs of 
the Motive. adly, How it is calculated to gain 
the Hcait to God, 


Firſt, 


| „ RR 

Firft, The Greatneſs f the Motive. Others 
are exceeding great, the never- failing Goodneſs 
ot God, the Abundance of his Bleſſings daily diſ- 

nſed to Mankind in his Works of. Creation and 
3 the native Beauty and Excellency of 
moral Virtue, and the Deformity and pernicious 
Nature and Effects of Vice: But how vaſtly does 
this Motive of the Love of God, in giving his Son 
to ſave us, exceed them all? How amazing is it! 
that Cod ſo loved the World, as to give bis only le- 
gotten Son, that whoſoever believes in him ſhould 
not periſh, but have eternal Life ; God ſpared not 
bis own Son, but delivered him up for us all, and bow 
will he not with him give us all Things ? This, the 
greateſt of all Gitts, becomes a Pledge of all other 
good Things which are but leſſer Gits ; and that 
he ſhould not only give him to redeem us by his 
Power, but by his Death, even the accurſed Death 
of the Croſs, how ſurpaſſing great is this Love, not 
that we loved him but he loved us, and gave 
bis Son to be the Propitiation for our Sins ? 

2dly, How much is this Motive calculated to 
gain the Heart. Other Motives work upon Men's 
Fears and Hopes, and may make them do Things 
from external Conſiderations, which otherwiſc 
their Inclinations would nat lead them to ; humane 
Laws may curb Mens Vices without working any 
real Sanctification in their Souls, without which 
the. Man is not gained to true Goodneſs : But this 
wonderful Love of God. in Chriſt, how ſtrongly 


doth it enforce our Love to God, that powerful 


Principle of Goodneſs, which ſeaſons all the Facul- 


ties of the Soul with a holy Tincture, and per- 


vades and influenges the Whole of the Man and 
all his Actions, ſupplying him with that eſſential 


2 Thing 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


(29 
Thiog in Religion, a prevailing. Love to God, 
without which all other Ingredients of it are but 
empty Shew. | | 


Bur Laftly, let us come to the Conſideration 
of the Excellency of the Knowledge of Chriſt, in 
reſpect of the ſureGrounds it lays down for the Eaſe 
and Peace of Mens Minds and their future Hopes. 
Many are the Griefs, Fears and Cares ef paor 
ſinful Mortals : By reducing them to a few general 
Heads, we may the better perceive, how full the 
Goſpel Conſolations are. There is the Guilt of Sin, 
the Corruption of our Nature, Afflictions, 
Death and what comes aſter Death; do but ſa- 
tisfy a weary Soul as to all theſe, and what remains 
further neceſſary to make him eaſy, content and 
happy as to the State of his Mind? 

Now firſt with reſpect to the Guilt of Sin. Unleſs 
it be pardoned he is undone ; for it bars Heaven's 
Gates againſt him, and will God upon his Repen- 
tance pardon him or not? Here all that the Light 
of Nature can ſay leaves him in Doubt and Perplexi- 
ty: But how great is the Comfort that the Bleſſed 
Goſpel yields? God was in Chrift reconciling theWorld 
to himſelf, not imputing their Treſpaſſes unto them ; 
het the wicked forſake bis Way and the unrighteous 
Man bis Thoughts, and turn to God, and he will 
bave Mercy ou him, to our God and be will a- 
Zundantly pardon: As I live, ſaith the Lord, J 
Bave no pleaſure in the Death of a Sinner, but that 
he ſhould turn and live: Ceaſe to do Evil, learn 
to do well; and though your Iniquities were as 
Crimſon they ſhall be whites as Snow, though they 
were as Scarlet they ſhall be as Wool. And as if 
theſe plain Promiſes ſo ſtrongly confirmed, even 2 a 


ſed to ne cc] ig of 
| . exptatory Sacrifice of his Son's Bk: 
it be a wonderful Thing that the incenfed 
of Heaven ſhonld defi 
ungrazeful and worth 
their Rebellions aggravated by imumerable pro- 
voking Circumſtances : It is yet more wonderful 
in reſpect of the Cauſe, he 
who no Sin, that we 
__—_ God in him : And the Blood of 
Chriſt bis Syn cleauſeth us from all Sin. 425 to 
ſtrengthen our Faith of par 


is ſealed to us our Pa 
Blood of Chriſt for this bl 
thers, thee Pardon of our Sins. 


in the Body and 


prevailing of our Laſts and evil Affections, ſhould 
theſe remain in us, we are unavoidably miſerable. 
For this Corruption of our Nature, and Debaſe- 


ment of out Souls, this Alienation from the holy - 
Law of God the Rule of Perfection, is very Miſe- 


ry it ſelf, which truly pious Perſons are ſo ſenſible 


d. as to have it ſor the chief Cauſe of their Sorrow 


and Mourning while they are in this State of Im- 


perfection; Witneſs the holy Apoſtle Paul's Ex- 


clamation, O wretched Man chat 1 F am! Who ſhall 


the truly godly ate ready to join with him: But 
what a belle Remedy doth the Goſpel of Chriſt 


ert * * Precepts to convert our Sculs, | 
and 


gn to pardon guilty Rebels: 
s Wrerches, that multiply 


Mercy, he hath 
inftirured an Ordinance — by ſcnfible Signs, 


Effect, among o- 
2dly, As to the Corruption of our Nature, the 


deliver me from the Body of this Death? In which | 


* 
— 


„„ 
We i 
and his bleſſed Spitit to imprint them upon our 
Hearts for that End, to ſtamp upon us the Image 
of God ane w; and carry on our Sanctification by 
ces, till it be at length compleated in the 
After - ſtate of Bleſſedneſs: Of which Influence of the 
Spitit we have the moſt explicit Promiſes, ask and 


98 ball receive; and if ye being evil know bow, to 


gius good Gifts, much more will your beavenly Fa- 
#ber give bis Holy Spirit to them that askbim ; and 
if auy Man lack Wiſdom let him ast of God wha 
$1veth to all Men liberally and ubraideth not: And 
theſe . Promiſes are ſcaled to us, in our Baptiſm, 
which is a Symbol of our Regneration. | 
Za, As to A fflictions and Miſeries under which 
e groan while in this Tabernacle. We are aſſured 
at: whom God loves he rebukes and chaſtens ; 
that all Things work together for good to them that 
ue God; that our light Aflictious, which are but 
for a Moment, work for us a far more exceeding 
aud. eternal weight of Glory; and that a Hair F 
our Head cannot fall to the Ground without our. 
be avenly Father ; and that though Afii&ion for 
the preſent ſeemeth not to be joyous but grievous, 
get nevertheleſs afterward it yieldeth the peaceable 
Fruit of Righteouſneſs,to them that are exerciſed there- 
by; and that no Affiittions or Diſtreſſes can ſeparate 
us from the Love of God which is in Chriſt Feſus, 
but that in all theſe Things we are more than Con- 
querors through him that loved us. 4 
- 44bly, As to Death the King of Terrors, which 
through fear of it keeps Men all their Life time ſub- 
ject to Bondage. The Sting of it is taken away, 
and that triumphant Song put in the Mouths of 
thoſe that die in the Lord, O Death, whore is 


thy King? O Grave, where is thy Victory? _ an 
oe 


| (23) 

Enemy it becomes a EM tranſlating us from. 
this Valley of Miſery to the heavenly Bliſs, where 
Mortality is ſwallowed up of Life. _ n 
And ſo ah, As to what ſhall become of us 
hereafter, we have our bleſſed Redeemer's Aſſu- 
rance that he is gone to prepare for us Manſions 
of Glory in his Father's Houſe, where there are mar 
ny, that where he is there we may be alſo, Weare 
aſſuted that our ſeparated Spirits ſhall be with him 
in the Interval between Death and the Reſurre&i- 
on; and that our Bodies ſhall be reſtored immor- 
tal and incorruptible, Spiritual Bodies, faſhioned 
like unto bis glorious Body, according to the work- 
ing whereby be is able even to ſubdue all Things 
unto bimſeif. And thus, both in Soul and Body 
we are ſecured in an immutable State. of Felicity, 
fulneſs of Foy in his Preſence, and at bis right 
Hand Pleaſures for evermore. | . 

And thus upon the whole, how excellent, ho 

ſurpaſſingly excellent, is this Knowledge of Chriſt, 
that gives us the moſt glorious and comfortable 
Diſcoveries of God, who conſults by his Laws 
and Precepts the Perfection of our Nature, the 
good of Humane Society, and the Happineſs of 
every one in particular; enforces theſe Laws by 
t he ſtrongeſt Motives, and provides for the Eaſe 
and Peace ot our Minds, againſt all the Grieſs and 
Fears that can poſſibly diſturb them. - 


Anp thus I have gone through what I propo- 
ſed to be ſpoken to as to the Truth and Excellen- 
cy of the Chriſtian Revelation: What remaineth 
is the Application of this Doctrine, which ſhall 
be in ſome Exhortations which it leads to, ſuit- 
able to the Occaſion of this Sermon. : 
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- bred with the higheſt Senſe of Gratitude. The 
firſt planting of the Goſpel in our Land, a little 


not: Let us then bleſs him with the hi Notes 
of Praiſe, for this invaluable Mercy, that we not 
only enjoy this Revelation, but enjoy it in its 


tions and Superſtitions of Rome, in which a great 
Part of the, Chriſtian World is involved to this 
Day; purged, I ſay, by a glorious and pure Re- 
formation in Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and 

ccording to his Word. The glori- 
ous Events by which this ineſtimable Blefling 
to us, are ever to be remem- 


after the Age of the Apoſtles, laid the Founda- 
tion far what followed: And notwi 
that, by a Weakneſs of Mens Minds, "Things at- 
ſect us leſs as they are further removed from us, 
yet the Diſtance of Time in which this happy E- 
vent was iſhed, is ſo far from detracting 
from the Greatneſs of the Mercy, that it exceed- 
ingly enhances the Value ot it: To this is owing 
that we are not born in a Mabometan or 2 Pagan 


Country, and brought up in Prejudices' which 
probably we - ſhould never caſt off, and when 
other Nations greater and mote powerful than 


we, were left and ſtill continue 2 


— 


8 
* 
* 
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| c ough 
among us by the good Hand of God, and is fill 
.- preſerved and ſecuted utito. us by other. moſt re- 
»;miarkable Interpoũtious of Provident 3 the two 
6h moſt memorable Events. of the Revolution by 


dur Glorious Deliverer King Viiam, and the 
happy Succeſſion of the preſent Royal Family, 
ate eſpecially worthy, our greateſt Regard ; b 
the former an impending. Storm was diſſipated, 
of Popery and Slavery, of Superſtitiom and Ty- 
tanical Petſecution upon the account of Reli- 
gion, which is truly an Antichriſtian Spirit where- 
ever it prevails; and by tlie latter we are filled 
with the joyful Hopes, that there is an eſſectual 
NN them among us again, 
and with the. glad. Preſpect of a laſting Security 
of all our precious Liberties faered and civil 
to us and our Poſterity after us; under the au- 


ſpicious Government of his preſent Maj 


King George, and the Succeſſors of his Roy 
Line, which we . carneſtly pray may never be 
wanting: | | Ae 217 . 
 adly, Let us receiye this excellent Revelation 
vith a firm and unſhaken Faith. And ſince it hath 
pleaſed God to deliver it unto us cloathed with 
clear and conyincing Evidence of its Truth, let us 
not reſt in an implicit Faith, that teccives it only 
as the Religion of our Anceſtors, and of the 
try where we live: For thus we ſhould be Chtiſti- 
ans only by Accident, and upon ſuch Grounds a8 
would have made us Pagans, Mabometans, or 
Fru, had it been our Lot to be born and edu- 
. gated among them; Faith upon no other Foun- 
TRY D vation 
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may be Proof ag: ö 
Infidels of the Age; and that we may be able? to 


Manner, the Nature and Qualities of this Doctrine, 


(126) ) 


 dation- enn never be a trus Chriſtian! and ſawing 


Faith. Let us therefore attend to the Evidence of 
the Truth of our Religion that preſents it ſelf to us, 
and lay a good 


Foundation of Chriſtian Kno-. . 
ledge whereupon to build a firm Belief of iti that 
gainſt the impious Cavils of the 


render to every one that anketh us a Reaſon of the 


Hope that is in us, with Meekneſs and Fear. 


3dly, Let us be careful to have our Hearts ſuĩt 
ably aff:&ed with this excellent Knowledge. It 
is the Knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, let e- 


very one of us turn ſeriouſſy to himſelf, as our 


Apoſtle doth in the Text; and conſider, that this 
is the Knowledge of him who had the Love to die 
for me, upon whom depends all my Hopes of Mer- 
cy and Salvation, who o me and gave bimſelf 


| for me, and hath called me 1b bir eternal Shy; 


who has promiſed to be with me in going through 
the dark Valley of the ſhadow of Death, b give me 
everlaſiing Life, and raiſe me up at the lat Day. 
Let us dwell upon this Thought, Jeſus Chriſt my 
Lord, til it warm our Heart with Love to him. 
And alſo let us conſider, in a ſerious and affecting 


the Uſefulneſs of it for the Good of ſocial and pri- 
vate Lite, and the Comfort it contains; that we 


may receive it not only with Faith, but with he 


Love of the Truth: When a Man hears good News 
he wiſhes they were true; were there ever ſuch glad 
Tidings as theſe ? Was there ever ſuch 4 joyful 
Sound, Glory to God in the bigheft, on Earth Peace, 
good Will towads Men? wore 
4thly, Let us be ſure to improve it to Practice, 
every one as to his own perſonal Concern, or we 
* | — Not. 


(5) 


not only Loſe the Frdit and Benefit of i ie; bit it 
will heighten our Condemnation that we ever knew 
ie; Nur Servint thut knows his Maſter's Will and 
darb it not ſpall be beaten with many Stripes : It is 


2 practical Doctrine, and it not improved for Sancti- 


fication in Heart and Lite, it is loſt to us, and we 
ſhall be doubly loſt and condemned that knew it 
and would not do it; if ye know theſe Things. 
happy are ye if ye do tbem; and be i the: wiſe 
Man that buildeth his Houſe upon a Rock, who 
beareth and doth the Words ' of Chriſt, but be is 4 


feokiſh Man thas buildetb bis Hoaſe upon the Sand, 


who: hearetb-and doth them not. 
* thy, Let all do. their beſt toward the Propa- 
gation of this excellent Knowledge i in the World: 
Common Humanity calls one to eontribute 
according to his Power for the diffuſing ſo great a 
Benefit to Mankind: If Charity and. Beneficence 
are Duties, tbe greater the Benefit be that we con» 
fer, the greater is the Charity. 'To feed the 
,] Cloath the naked, and the like, are lauds 
able Acts of Berieficence ; ; bur they regard the Body 
only and this preſent periſhing Life: To feed Souls 
with the excellent Knowledge of Chriſt, is a higher 
Benefit that refpe&s Eternity. And as this is ſo 
eat an Act of Humani and Chriſtian Charity, 
4 it is what a — gr to the Honour of God obliges 
us to in the ſtrongeſt manner; how great a Tribute 
of Glory — to him upon Account that his 


Sani Mercy is made known to Men for their 
Salvation through his Son? Can we think how this 
our bleſſed Redeemer ſpared not his own Blood, but 
ſuffered himſelt to be nailed to a Croſs, there to die 
tor the Life of the World ? And ſhall we be lack 
n Thing in our Power, whereby we may 

D 3 con: 


. — we ere 


(28) 
erntibute to his Glory, by promoting the Ro-) 

| | ledge of him; eſpecially when we conſider the great 
6.5 Qccaſioris that pteſerie. thenaſcives, the loud Calls: 
1141} 


* 1 


at the Neceſſit ies of Poor miſerable Sinners peris 

ſing 5 lack of Knowledge, Multitudes, Multitudes, 
even among / Chriſtians, are ſo ſtated: as to wane. 
aue n n want of Hands to be employed 

amotig them; and Want of neceſſary Support to 
thoſe who would be willing to beſtow their Labour 
in inſtructing them. And then how vaſt Countries 
101 are there Where the Goſpel has nat yet got Foot- 
11:48 ing, and where the poor Heathen have no Means 
i ol Inſtru&ion but the dim Light ar Nature. 
10 have nevet heard the Goſpel, and bow ſball they 
believe unleſs they bear ? and how ſhall they hear 

without 4 Preacher > And their Cale calls the 

16 louder for a Remedy, in as much as we ſind, from 
Wh thoſe who have travelled among them, that rheſe 
114 poor Souls, deſtitute of the Means at Knowledge, 
Ws arc not filled with thoſe Prejudices againſt the Gaſ- 
16 pel, which makes Jyus and Mabometant perſiſt in 
It their Infidelicy : In tnem it is meer Ignorance, in the 
others Qbſtinacy, which 1 ls harder to be overcome. 


Bor perhaps it may be cad, what can meds 
to thoſe Things? Are we ta run through the 
World to proſelyte Infidels and Heathens ? No in 
deed; this woul4 breed Diſorder and Confuſion, and 
I: interfere with. other neceſſary Duties: Hut there are 
lt nevertheleſs Duties — to che Propagation of 
2 As Firſt, To — heed =" by their bad 
| i — their Profaneſs and „their In- 
js | | Juſtice and Diſhaneſty, their Strite and Variance, 
y __— their g W 
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; 
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— their Uncharitableneſs { 
one another, they do not obſtruct the Converſion 


gin Faults: of | 
4m Alas! how much Evil has been done this 


| the Ste oth Work, 


F A S DFR PEAS STARS PRO TO tg 


able and will not do any To hi Way 


(29 ) 


of Ines, by exciting Prejudices in them 
ity, who are ready to impute te 
its Proſeſſors to the Religion 


y, fearce any one can be ignorant who noe: 


diy, at leaſt if they can do no mote, 
pour out earneſt — to God for the tulfilling 
of the Predictions of his Word, as to the Calling 


d the Gentiles and Converſion of the eus; 


that he would provide Means in his wiſe and power- 
fol Providence, for obtain ing of theſe great Ends, 


thar he would infuſe into many a — Bil 


—.— to contribute to them; and dir: & ſuch 

he has given that Spirit unto, to the beſt Ways 

of prin them, this is « Duty none can pre- 
tend is not in their Power. 

But . According to People 's Circumſtances, 

ircumſtances of Providence, with Reſ⸗ 


give 


— ef his dlamal of rheir 


for the Enlargement of the olp:1-Kingdom, 


which, tis to be ſuppoſed, makes one Article in 
a Chriſtian's daily Addreſſes to _ It pleaſed 
God, after the ſudden Pro ion of the 
Goſp pel by miraculous Giits and — to leave 


E to che ordinary Way ot humane Inſtruction, by 


Nen who have the promiled A ſſiſtance of his 

irit, of whom à certain Order, the Preachers 

| the Golpel, havei it more immediately for Wark 
of 


(3a) 
Vork and Buſinſa, ta] inſtruct Pebple in diie 
owledge of Chriſt: And ather Chriſtians are 
certainly, bound to furniſn Means for ſupporting 
the. Miniſters of the Coſpel, and are alſo obliged | 
to contribute the neceſſary Expences for carrying on 
the Work ; a great Branch ot which, is the er- 
recting and maintaining of Charity-Schoòls, for” 
the Benefit of the poorer Sort, ho are not able to 
provide themſelves with the Means of Inſtruction. 
Tunis leads me to exhort all whom the * 
hath bleſt with Subſtance, to hoaour him with 
it, by beſtowing a little of it for this noble and excel 
lent End of propagating the K notuledge of Cbriſt, and 
there are many particular Motives to excite you of 
this Place and Nation to this Duty; it is now ge- 
nerally known, that we have among us an Honour 
able Society for propagating Chriſtian | Know ledge, 
with Reſpect to which, ſuffer me ta mention a le 
Things that tend to enforce the Exhortation, and 
then I ſhall conclude, 2/3006 munen 
1. More than twenty Years ago, it pleaſed God 
to put it into the Hearts of ſome pious Perſons, 
Miniſters of the Goſpel and others, to form this 
Deſign; many of them are now with the Lord 
The wonderful Succeſs of the Undertaking, we 
are to look upon as a Call ot Providence to con- 
tribute to its Advancement, ſince we have ſo fair 
an Opportunity preſented unto us. "ih 
2dly, The Management of the Socicty's Affairs, 
though neceſſarily requiring much Time, Atten- 
dance and Labour, yet is carried on with ſuch Pru- 
dence, Faithfulneſs and diligent Application, as 
| hath railed the Reputation of the Society not only 
| 2 emu 2 i593!) RONg / ; 


(pts 


n 

' artiong our ſelves; bnt in diſiant'Pa 
en 
Zaiy, Tru & 3c in the” nds of 
thoſe you k H "your Neigh urs aud Friends, 
of the beſt, C iraGeer fot Viet. and Probit , 


Land, an "1 in 'publick, Offices, ane 'of high 
Ranke and Quali 

_4tbly, The Soclery have extended theit Vids | 
-and Care even to Foreign Parts, t they have eſtabli- 
med Corttpondence Abroad, and provided for 
Miſſionaries" to be employed among the Heathen 
in the Ie Indies, where there is 4 great Har- 
veſt and 11 care fow : Anck this they 
have done, ring erected great Numbers of 
Schools in our ba Higand and Iflands, by 

which way, 33 habe been taught the 
5 1 of Chriſt, 
Itbiy, This hopeful Pro grels of the Society 5 
laudable Enterpriſe, has —— the Eyes of dur 
Neighbours of Ireland upon them, who, to the 
Honour of ours, have formed 4 Sockery much of 
the ſame Natlite ;._copying after, our Example: : 
May we ſtir up ohe another, by a mutual and 

ious Emulation; we ſhall dot envy their Proſpe- 

ity ; dil en wiſh and pray for it. A 
many alſo of our Neighbours of England have gi- 
ven liberal Dotations to us, eſpecially ſince the 
erecting of a-cotreſpondent Meeting at London, 
which has done, is ſtil} doing great Service 
to the Deſign. © 

And when all theſe „and other Things that for 

Brevity's s ſake I omit, are conſidered, That Pity 
would it be, that Juch a pious and chriſtian 
Work Would be * to languiſh through our 


* 
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ſomething be well ſpa 
niture, 11 

as this; cond from thoſe, blick 
By: in other Rees, But: . 


be FEE Som as nat-j0- 
to it ? 3 by we $ ho 


83 ſo noble 
you have = 


red ihe the . 
ables and Dres, for * 


e, would 


onger, conſider what F 
for, the Propagatig 
ledge of Chriſt 


better Things 


